
   The year is 2009, the place, A
gbogbloshie also know

n as 
Sodom

 and G
om

orrah - one of the biggest e-w
aste cam

ps in 
G

hana, listed by the U
.S. State D

epartm
ent as one of the top 

sources of cyber crim
es.(fig.5) D

espite its bad reputation as a 
place of scam

 and e-m
ail schem

es, it is a “sacred” place w
here 

hard drives, containing personal inform
ation are salvaged. D

ata 
from

 these drives is scattered, trashed and transacted as a 
com

m
odity. W

ith a little help from
 the locals, the retrieval/ 

recovery process or glim
psing w

hat is on the drives is possible.

There are various discoveries/ disclosures: from
 intim

ate details 
of people's lives found in files left behind by the hard drives' 
original ow

ners; to private financial data such as credit card 
num

bers, account inform
ation, records of online transactions   

that the original ow
ners m

ay not have realized w
ere even there; 

to even sensitive, m
ulti-m

illion dollar U
.S. governm

ent 
contracts.

“If ever som
ebody gets your hard drive, he can get every inform

ation 
about you from

 the drive, no m
atter w

here it is hidden.” a quote by a 
local citizen of A

gbogbloshie, w
hile scrolling through an archive of 

personal photos.
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fig.5 G
hana e-w

aste cam
p, Photo credit: K

ai Löffelbein, http://ew
aste-trail.com

/, 2012


